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Arts & Science

Learnina culturally sensitive and academically stimulating environment. Sharea supportive and

positive university experience with other Aboriginal students. Consider entry into a variety of academic
and professional programs on campus. These are just a few of the opportunities available to you when

you choose to enrol in the Mathematics & Science Enrichment Program at the University of Saskatchewan.

What Is the Mathematics &
Science Enrichment Program?

The Mathematics & Science Enrichment Program
(MSEP) for Aboriginal students at the University
of Saskatchewan serves as an important bridge to
university study, particularly in programs that lead
to careers requiring a science or applied science
background.

This new program, funded by Crown Investments
Corporation of Saskatchewan, provides a
foundational year in
mathematics and science.
MSERP is designed to help
participating students
make a smooth transition
to university life, preparing
them academically for
their major areas of study. The program also helps
students define their educational and career goals
through informative sessions led by local scientists
and guest speakers. During the school year, students
will have the opportunity to participate in sessions
on indigenous knowledge and practices. In addition,
up to 10 participants will be awarded internships
providing summer employment with working
scientists. MSEP also provides access to Elders’
service for personal counselling.

What Courses Are Offered
through MSEP?

The University of Saskatchewan is committed to
upholding the academic standards of its courses
and programs for all students. The courses offered
are existing core courses that maintain current
standards of evaluation. In addition, an academic
support system is built into the program. The
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"| can attest to the difficulty of University math and
science classes. They may seem daunting at times, but
their importance cannot be understated. This program is
a great way to develop the background knowledge and
study methods needed to obtain a University degree.”

Matthew Dunn
B.E. 2004

program will provide a structured and supportive
learning environment for up to 50 Aboriginal
students each year, with summer internships in the
sciences for up to 10 students.

Courses have been selected to offer exposure to a
wide range of disciplines required for entry into a
variety of academic and professional programs. The
core courses required by all MSEP students are:

e Biol 110.3 (General Biology)

e Chem 112.3 (General Chemistry)

e Eng 110.3 (Literature and Composition)
e Math 110.3 (Mathematics — Calculusl1)

Persevere



How Will the Courses
Be Taught?

University of Saskatchewan instructors will
teach the courses with emphasis on increased
interaction through tutorials, supervised study,
assessment and preparatory sessions.

Aboriginal Graduate Students will lead skill
development workshops and serve as role
models and mentors. Elders will provide
cultural support and counseling services. In
addition, regular sessions with invited speakers
will help students define and develop their
educational and career goals.

What Is the Skills
Workshop?

In addition to MSEP classes, participants will
attend a weekly skills workshop, led by an
Aboriginal Graduate Student. The workshop
sessions will address factors that contribute
to student success, including critical
thinking, information technology (IT), study
techniques and exam writing strategies. The
workshop will help students to succeed in
their first year of university by providing a
variety of lessons, discussions, activities, and
additional support. The student leader will
not only share university success strategies,
but will also act as a friend who has “been
there” and can pass that knowledge along
helping students to get the most out of their
first-year university experience!

Who CGan Enrol in this
Program?

Enrolment in MSEP is restricted to Aboriginal
students admitted to the University of
Saskatchewan and enrolled into the College
of Arts & Science or in Open Studies
(formerly Unclassified Studies). First-year
transfer students from other post-secondary
institutions are also considered for entry to
the program.

By enrolling in the program, students commit
to attending orientation sessions, participating
in cultural activities and working in peer
SUpport groups.

How Do | Register?

Aboriginal students interested in participating
in MSEP need to apply for admission to the
College of Arts & Science, and should choose
the MSEP option on the Application for
Admission.

Students who have applied for admission to
the University of Saskatchewan and wish to
be considered for MSEP, should contact the
admission office at 306-966-6718 or e-mail
admissions@usask.ca.

Students who have indicated an interest

in this program will be contacted for an
interview as part of the admission process.
The interview phase begins in June and runs
throughout the summer. Space is limited, so
interested individuals are encouraged to apply
at the earliest opportunity.

The U of S Advantage

Situated on the banks of the South
Saskatchewan River, Saskatoon is the
province’s largest and most vibrant city.
Home to a large and growing
Aboriginal population,

the name Saskatoon

comes from the Cree word
“misaskwatomina” for what
we know today as Saskatoon
berries. Saskatoon is also
home to Wanuskewin
Heritage Park, another unique partnership
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people and the University of Saskatchewan.
The beauty of the U of S campus and the
quality of the staff makes this an appealing
place to undertake university studies.

Admission Requirements

A complete listing of admission requirements
can be found at explore.usask.ca. Students are
encouraged to visit our website for up-to-date
information on our programs, admission
requirements and application deadlines.
Certain University courses have secondary-
level prerequisites.

“We live in a complex world and Aboriginal
peoples can no longer afford to ignore the
disciplines of Math and Science—I anticipate
that the students of the math/science program will
play an important role in our future innovation and
leadership in these areas.”

Wilson, L. D., Assistant Professor of Chemistry
University of Saskatchewan

Contact Us!

For more information and details about the
Mathematics & Science Enrichment Program
contact:

Aboriginal Students’ Centre
Student & Enrolment Services
University of Saskatchewan

Room 60 Place Riel Student Centre
1 Campus Drive

Saskatoon SK S7TN 5A3

Tel: 306-966-1604
Fax: 306-966-5081
E-mail: asc@usask.ca

Questions? Get an instant response by using the Ask US! feature at explore.usask.ca



